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Bible

Study
for small groups

MONEY
AND FAITH

Introduction

readings

What we do with money matters. Where we bank,
where our churches hold investments,
the decisions we make with our everyday spending.
What kind of world are we shaping?

Isaiah 58: 6-12
Matthew 6: 1-4, 19-24

This introductory session is designed for groups using
the Money Makes Change bible studies as a Lent
course, but you could also use it throughout the year.
Note for leaders: Talking about money can be difficult.
As you approach these conversations, it’s worth
acknowledging that within your group there will be
people with very different experiences and varying
amounts of money and resources. When discussing
the ethical choices we make with money, particularly
personal finances, tread sensitively and be alert to
inequalities of power, privilege and wealth that may
exist in your group.

Conversation
starter

How often do we talk about money and faith? Which
of these topics have you explored or heard about in
church before?
Debt
Poverty & Inequality
Prosperity and Wealth
Consumerism / ethical spending
Tithing and charitable giving
Workers' rights and pay
Pensions, savings and investments
Banking and the financial system
Taxes

Watch this short introduction
to the Money Makes Change
programme.

Which have you not heard so much about? What
else would you add?

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

video

The video begins with Micah
6:8. What do you think our
financial choices – as
individuals and churches –
might look like if guided by
‘justice’, ‘kindness’, and
‘walking humbly’ with God?

@Money.Makes.Change

@eccr1
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Reflection

|

Rosie Venner

Authentic faith and worship has a
concern for social justice at its heart, as
the passage from Isaiah 58 proclaims:
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose
the bonds of injustice, to undo the
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed
go free, and to break every yoke?
This call to true worship reminds us that
for our attention to be fully on God we
must also be attentive to our neighbours,
particularly the poorest and those
treated unjustly. The two are inseparable.

To be alert to the needs and rights of
others requires connection and
community.
I wonder who you have felt connected to
over this past year? Whose stories have
moved you, challenged you or inspired
you? Whose voices do you need to hear?
The pandemic has been experienced by
people in different ways, not least
because of deep rooted inequalities of
race, gender, class and disability.
As we seek a more hopeful future beyond
the pandemic we all need to be more
alert to these inequalities, and to our role
in tackling them.
There are a multitude of ways in which
we can do that, including through the
choices we make with our finances and
by holding businesses and politicians
accountable for the role that they play in
shaping a fairer society.

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

discussion
questions

What guides your financial decisions? Is
there a particular value, principle or piece
of scripture that influences how you
think about and use money?
The passage from Isaiah talks about
needs being satisfied. What are the basic
needs we all have? How have these been
satisfied (or not satisfied) over the past
year? What needs are we aware of in our
local communities? Is there a different
between needs being ‘met’ and being
‘satisfied’?
Isaiah 58:12 speaks of rebuilding,
repairing and restoring. In our
communities and the wider world, where
do we see the need for this? Who have
you seen doing these important acts of
rebuilding, repairing and restoring?
What role can we play?
Jesus spoke often about money, wealth
and possessions. In the verses from
Matthew, what do you understand by
the phrase ‘Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth’?
“For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” Imagine this is the
guiding principle for your church’s
financial decisions. What changes might
you see?
In some translations, Matthew 6:24 reads
‘You cannot serve God and Mammon.’
Wealth is personified as something that
has power over us. What does serving
Mammon look like today? How do we
break this power and live differently with
money?

@Money.Makes.Change

@eccr1

Pg.2

final Reflection
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“Global extreme poverty is expected to rise in 2020
for the first time in over 20 years”
(World Bank, October 2020)
Loosening the bonds of injustice and tackling
poverty and inequality is an urgent and ongoing
task. It requires action from all of us.
This Lent (or whenever you are using this study)
may be a time for you to work out what action you
will take.
Jesus makes an assumption in the gospel passage
that his listeners were alms-givers. He says: ‘when
you give alms’ not if. It was a righteous act for his
Jewish followers, alongside prayer and fasting.
What we do with money and how we think about
money is not a side issue. It needs to be a central
part of our discipleship because it’s about who and
what we love and serve.
The challenges we face in our communities, the
deepening of inequality globally, require more
than a one-off sharing of bread or money.
The task facing us is to understand the ways in
which we contribute to injustice and inequality,
and where we have power to act. It means
recognising that what we may see as ‘ours’ needs
to be stewarded and shared for the good of others.

prayer

Loving God, help us to listen to what you require of us,
to understand your challenge to do justice,
to be moved by your call to love others,
to see more clearly the way to walk humbly with You.
Help us be better stewards of the resources entrusted to us,
to shape a fairer world for all.
Amen

Money Makes Change is a programme of the Ecumenical Council for
Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). Visit our website to find out more about

eccr

our work and resources for churches and individuals: www.eccr.org.uk
ECCR is a registered charity (1139618)
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