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"Your pension builds the world around you. A world
of poverty, inequality and a climate crisis. It
doesn’t have to be this way." (ShareAction)
There’s about £3 trillion invested in UK pensions.
Some of that money is funding the fossil fuel
industry and weapon manufacturers. Do you know
what kind of world your pension is building?
As Christians we strive to follow the two great
commandments: ‘Love the Lord your God’ and ‘Love
your neighbour as yourself’. These principles need
to run through the whole of our lives, including our
financial decisions.
How do we love God and our neighbours through
the way we steward our finances? Could we use our
pensions, not just for security in older age, but for
the transformation of society today? If we start to
see our pensions in this light, then pensions
become quite exciting. Yes, really!
Pension funds can engage with companies on our
behalf. They can divest (move money away) from
harmful sectors and they can invest positively. We
can use the power in our pensions to encourage
businesses to behave better, to create greener jobs
and to shape a fairer, safer world for everyone.

Good news - Pension providers are starting to listen.
The UK’s biggest pension fund, NEST, is moving
money away from coal mining into renewable
energy. Waltham Forest’s local government
pension scheme was the first to commit to full
divestment from fossil fuels, and other councils are
close behind.

5 ways to take action
Join the Make My Money Matter campaign:
https://makemymoneymatter.co.uk
Learn more about ethical pensions:
https://shareaction.org/pensions
Contact your pension provider about nuclear
weapon investment:
https://moneyoutofnukes.wordpress.com
Find out how much of your local council’s
pension fund is invested in fossil fuels:
https://gofossilfree.org/uk/fuellingthefire
Use the Money Makes Change workshop material
to explore ethical pensions eccr.org.uk/moneymakes-change-workshop
Imagine if every Christian invested their pension
ethically! Many people haven’t made the connection
between their faith and their pension. Who could
you talk to or share this article with?
Pray
The desert and the parched land will be glad; the
wilderness will rejoice and blossom (Isaiah 35: 1)

Lord, may the decisions we make with our pensions
be rooted in love for you and for our neighbour.
Help us discern the right path to take with the finances we
steward, so that the whole of your creation can rejoice
and blossom. Amen.
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