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Introduction

readings

We can use our voices and our financial decisions to bring
about a better world. We can shape a fairer economy and
hold businesses and policymakers to account – through
prayer, campaigning, education and engaging with those
in power. Think of something that has changed for the
better in your local community or in the wider world. What
did people do to make change happen?

This small group Bible Study can be used on its own or
alongside other Money Makes Change resources to
explore issues of faith and finance. It links to the Speaking
Out Action Area in the Money Makes Change Pledge.

Reflection

|

Proverbs 31: 8-9
Speak out
Philippians 2: 1-13
Imitating Christ’s
humility
Mark 11: 15-19
Jesus cleanses the
temple

Bishop Michael Doe

Christians try to build a better world
because we believe that this is God’s world
and he expects us to share and use well
what he has given to us. In response to
God’s love for us we need to love both him
and our neighbour – the two go hand-inhand, two sides of the one coin.

There needs to be economic change as
well, because change happens when power
moves.

But often we set limits to how far we will go
and what we're willing to let go. And the
key is often power: we want to stay in
charge, and we’re fearful of surrendering
what we’ve achieved and the power that
has come with it.

Speaking out for others is often called
advocacy. Sometimes that means speaking
on behalf of those who are marginalised.
Even better it’s about making it possible for
such people to speak for themselves.

The obvious example is charitable giving.
Giving money to good causes may be a
genuine desire to help others, even
sacrificially. But it tends not to be about
sharing power. Charity softens the impact
of poverty, but rarely does it bring about
change.
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The Book of Proverbs calls on all Godfearing people to ‘Speak out’, 'Judge
righteously' and 'Defend the rights of the
poor and needy'.

Recent examples would be the Black Lives
Matter Campaign, or the way that over the
years people needing Social Care have been
ignored, culminating in what happened to
those in care homes at the beginning of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Continued on Page 2.
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Reflection

|

Bishop Michael Doe

Continued from Page 1.
The failure by those in authority to give fair
judgement received the heaviest
condemnation from all the Old Testament
prophets. Those who make and administer
the laws have a duty to ensure justice, 'to
judge righteously', especially for those least
able to defend themselves. That applies to all
those in power, including those who wield it
in the City of London and Canary Wharf.

the cleansing of the Temple is a great
prophetic act in which he challenges all those
who use their power, both religious and
secular, to exploit the poor and the powerless.
The cleansing of the temple shows that we
cannot walk by on the other side. Instead we
are challenged to look at our institutions, at
our economies, and ask who benefits, who
suffers, and do we have the courage to do
something about it?

'Defend the rights of the poor and needy’
reminds us that the poor are to receive not
just sympathy and charity but what they are
rightly owed in a just and God-given society.

At first sight Philippians 2: 1-13 is about
humility and service and does not sit well with
the anger of Jesus in the Gospel passage. But
we need to look deeper.

The story of Jesus cleansing the Temple
(Mark 11: 15-19) is one of the few to be found in
all four Gospels. The Temple was at the centre
of the Jewish religion. When the Jews
returned from exile, they rebuilt it where
Solomon’s Temple had been, and it was a
relatively modest building. But Herod the
Great started a massive expansion. It was one
of many building projects paid for by heavy
taxation, vanity projects to establish his
power.

Paul urges his readers give priority not to their
own interests but to the interests of others,
rejecting selfish ambition. That alone puts a
large question mark around those political
institutions and economic systems which
begin with self-interest, sustain inequality, and
dispossess others.

The religious leaders also grew richer and
more powerful, with growing numbers
coming to make sacrifices and pay the
Temple tax. They were keen to preserve the
uneasy relationship with King Herod and the
Roman occupiers, which is why they felt
threatened by Jesus. But what they did not
want was Roman coinage, pagan money,
coming into the Temple. That’s why the Court
of the Gentiles, just outside the holier places,
was full of money changers and people
selling animals for sacrifice.

When Jesus drives them out, he is doing at
least three things. First, he is returning this
place, the only part of the temple where
ordinary Jews and Gentiles could gather, to
its proper role as a place of prayer and
worship (Isaiah 56:7). Second, he is clearing
out the people he calls “robbers”,
unscrupulous traders and money changers
who took advantage of the poor. But thirdly
he is calling into question the whole system:
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For Paul this is not just about being kind to
others. He roots it in the whole Jesus event.
First, Jesus rejected the power and glory
which was rightly his, preferring the role of a
servant. So we too should treat with great
suspicion all worldly systems which allow
some people to amass great power and
wealth, creating unhealthy social division, and
leaving others at the bottom of the pile.
Second, Jesus came to serve, not to dominate.
Again, this should influence our personal
behaviour, but it goes way beyond that. It
should also direct the decisions we make
about social and economic equality. Why do
people who only push money around for a
living get paid much more than those in
essential and often unpleasant work in
hospitals and care homes?
Third, Jesus shows us what human solidarity
means. In choosing to become one of us, to
embrace our humanity, he demonstrates that
we belong together. We are called not to try to
better ourselves at the expense of the other,
but to belong together and to work
together for a better world.
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discussion
questions

Whose voices are not heard in our
society today?
Read a story from Church Action on
Poverty's Voices from the Margins and
hear the challenges of accessing and
being on Universal Credit. Proverbs 31:9
calls us to defend the ‘rights of the poor
and needy’. What do you think these
rights are?
What does ‘speaking out’ look like?
Why was Jesus so angry in Mark 11: 15 –
19? Why do you think he acted the way
he did?
Who holds power in our society today or
in our local community? Who benefits
from this power? Does it increase or
decrease inequality?
Companies have a role to play in the
economy to tackle inequality e.g. by
recruiting people from all sectors of the
community, paying a fair wage to their
employees and paying their taxes.
Churches and many individual
Christians (if only through our pension
schemes) have investments in
companies. Where could we try and use
our power to influence companies to
behave better?
'Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others.’
(Philippians 2:4) – how should this shape
our financial decisions and our
discipleship?

‘For it is God who is at work in you’
(Philippians 2:13) – where do you see
God at work in the world? Who and
what is shaping a fairer economy?
Where are the rights of the poor
defended? What role will you play?
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video reflection

In this video, James Perry (Co-Chairman
of COOK) reflects on our role as
Christians in the economy - how to be
'salt and light' by speaking out against
injustice and supporting businesses
that are doing good.

COOK is one of the UK's first B-Corps,
putting people and planet first. Find
out why B-Corps are good news here.
James speaks out against Mammon, a
term used in the Gospels to refer to the
greedy pursuit of wealth.
What does Mammon look like today
and how can we challenge it?

final Reflection

|

Bishop Michael Doe

These passages are clear, but
challenging. There are much easier
ways of being a Christian, but not if
we are to take scripture seriously.
The fundamental question is whether
we can move from Charity to Justice,
to a real engagement with the
political and economic institutions
from which most of us benefit but
which often keep others poor and
powerless, in our own country and
around the world.
And when this seems too much, and
we feel overwhelmed and dispirited,
we might turn again to those final
words in the Philippians passage.
Yes, we have to work it out “with fear
and trembling”, recognizing the
complexity of the issues and our
difficulty in addressing them.

But we also know that this is God’s
work, he is at work within us, enabling
us both to will and to work for the
coming of his Kingdom.
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action Ideas

In Britain the poorer you are, the greater the
proportion of your income you pay in tax. In
contrast, the more powerful a company, the more it
is able to avoid paying tax in those countries where
it is making its profits. Speak out with Church
Action for Tax Justice.
Get involved with Church Action on Poverty who
campaign for change and amplify the voices of
people who have experience of poverty.
There’s about £3 trillion invested in UK pensions.
Lots of it funds harmful industries like fossil fuels,
tobacco, and arms. Speak out with your pension,
through the Make My Money Matter campaign.
Take a global perspective. Communities around the
world are affected by the harmful practices of
companies based in the UK. Join with organisations
like the London Mining Network to speak out for
justice.
Want to speak out on climate change but not sure
where to start? Get inspired and equipped to start
talking to your MP and local councillors with Hope
for the Future’s resources and events.
Become an AGM Activist with ShareAction. Ask
powerful questions to challenge the bosses of the
world’s largest companies on the issues that matter
to everyone, from executive pay to climate change.

prayer

God of power and might,
we long for your Kingdom and for an end to poverty and injustice.
We lament the many ways in which power and wealth are used to benefit the few.
Show us where we hold power and how to use this for good.
Forgive us when we cling to power and when we fail to respond to the needs of others.
Let the same mind be in us that was in Christ Jesus.
As you embraced our humanity, help us stand alongside neighbours and strangers
in our own communities and around the world, to work for justice for all.
Amen

Money Makes Change is a programme of the Ecumenical Council for
Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). Visit our website to find out more about

eccr

our work and resources for churches and individuals: www.eccr.org.uk
ECCR is a registered charity (1139618)
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