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Bible

LEARNING

Study

& SHARING

for small groups

Introduction

readings

God gives abundantly and yet we live in a world of vast
inequality. How tuned in are we to the needs of others?
Who do we need to listen to in our communities? How
can we offer what we have for the good of all?

This Bible Study can be used on its own or alongside other
Money Makes Change resources to explore issues of faith
and finance. It links to the Learning and Sharing Action
Area in the Money Makes Change Pledge.

Reflection

|

2 Kings 4: 42-44
Elisha feeds one
hundred men
Romans 12: 1-2
Do not be conformed
to this world...
John 6: 1-15
Feeding of the five thousand

Simon Cuff

The feeding of the five thousand is such a
familiar story. It’s a miracle that tells of the
heavenly banquet that awaits us in eternity,
that shows us who Jesus is, that shows us
how God will multiply with abundance the
scarcity of our resources.
Yet, as so often with stories from the Bible
that are particularly familiar, our
remembering of them tends to be in broad
strokes and we overlook the small details
that can give us new insights. We do the
exact opposite of God.

Instead of recalling the story and noticing
the small detail and the overlooked
character, we focus on the spectacular
bits that get lodged in our memory.
Both John’s account of the miraculous
feeding of the five thousand and the story
of the prophet Elisha’s multiplication of
bread are as much about how the often
overlooked use what God has already given
them. Both stories include unnamed, and
all too easily unnoticed, characters, who
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give back to God what they have already at
their disposal, which enables God to multiply
those gifts miraculously from gifts he has
already given.
In the case of Elisha, an unnamed man brings
the first of his produce to God by giving it to a
renowned man of God, Elisha. In the feeding
of the 5000, an unnamed boy is found to have
five loaves and two fish.
Elisha gives this to the hundred and they eat
with more besides. Jesus distributes the food
and the disciples gather up twelve baskets of
leftovers: 'Gather up the fragments left over,
so that nothing may be lost.'
We don’t know how the man or the boy feel
about that which they’ve offered to share
being distributed so widely. Perhaps the boy
feels the pain of giving up his lunch. Perhaps
the man feels affronted that what he had set
aside to honour God was being shared so
widely and not reserved for the holy men for
whom he had intended it.

Continued on page 2.
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Reflection

video reflection

Continued from page 1.

Every day 20 million slices of bread are
thrown away in UK homes!

What we do know is that if the man had
not set aside the very first of his
produce to God and if the boy had not
offered up his lunch, the miracle may
well not have happened in the first
place.

God takes our morsel and
multiplies it, and not a
crumb is overlooked.

Watch this short video about Community
Fridges to find out how people are sharing
food and engaging local businesses
around food waste.

When businesses and households throw
food away, we also waste the energy and
natural resources that helped produce it.
How could you and your church play a
part in a more sustainable food system?

These readings call us to look hard at all
the very many great and small gifts that
God has given to us. Everything we are
and have at our disposal is gift.
At the centre of these stories is
‘sacrifice’, the theme of our reading
from Paul.

We are called to ‘living sacrifice’, to ‘set
apart’ potentially the whole of ourselves,
our money, our property, all the gifts we
have been given, so that God can put
them to his use and multiply them for
even greater abundance for his people.

discussion
questions

What gifts has God given us?
What are we being called to give up?
How are we called to use the gifts that
God has given us?
In our passages, who are the characters
we might otherwise overlook? Why are
they included in the story?
Paul calls us not to be conformed to this
world. What is counter cultural in these
passages? What is counter some of the
practices we might even see in Church?
Jesus notices people's need. How do we
discern the real needs of the people
around us? What are those needs?
Nobody likes giving up money or things.
What might we be attached to so
strongly that we can't hear God is calling
us to offer it back to God?
How can we use the resources at our
disposal more wisely to unlock how God
wishes them to be used?
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final Reflection
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action Ideas

simon cuff

‘Be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God—what is good and acceptable
and perfect’. (Romans 12.2)
The Christian life requires constant
attentiveness to God, to ourselves and
those around us. We fear giving up or
losing control of the things in our lives that
make us feel comfortable.
Yet again and again in Scripture we hear
that offering up the little to which we cling,
or using the thing which God has given us
more in accordance with his will, opens up
an even greater abundance for all of us.
This isn’t easy, runs against many of our
instincts and counter to a consumeristic
culture. It involves a ‘renewing of our minds’
- a new way of inhabiting the world and
relating to our belongings. Renewing our
minds, transforming our lives in very small
ways can be used by God for greater
abundance.

Where we bank, how we shop, how we put
the gifts we’ve been given to God’s disposal,
all these small offerings can be taken up by
God and multiplied. Not even a crumb is
overlooked.
What small thing will you do today?

Draw a map or identify the
groups, networks, co-operatives
and social enterprises working
for positive change in your local
community. What could you
and your church offer to
multiply the good that is
happening? This could be
money, time, skills or simply a
place to meet.
Listen and learn from the
people in your group, church or
wider community who are in
poorly paid or insecure jobs.
Join the campaign for
companies to pay a Living
Wage so that everyone has
enough for their everyday
needs.
Explore the work of Church
Action for Tax Justice. A fair tax
system can help tackle poverty
and inequality and rebuild our
connections with each other.

Is there a Your Local Pantry or a
Community Fridge near you?
Get involved to tackle food
poverty and reduce food waste
from supermarkets.

prayer

Jesus, Bread of Life,
in a world of plentiful resources and vast inequality,
challenge us to look closely at what we can offer up
for Your transforming work in our communities.

Amen
Spend some time reflecting on an artist's depiction of the Feeding of the 5000. Eularia Clark’s
Five Thousand is available to view online via the Methodist Modern Art Collection.

Money Makes Change is a programme of the Ecumenical Council for
Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). Visit our website to find out more about
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our work and resources for churches and individuals: www.eccr.org.uk
ECCR is a registered charity (1139618)
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