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Introduction

400 million jobs have been lost during the pandemic, yet 32 of the world’s
most profitable companies are expected to make $109billion more in 2020
than in previous years.
Power, Profits and the Pandemic – Oxfam report (September 2020)

We live in a world of growing inequality, exacerbated by the pandemic. Power and wealth are
concentrated amongst the few, at the expense of the poorest in society. Some of the world’s
biggest companies are fuelling climate change, paying low wages and ignoring injustice in
their supply chains, while continuing to profit. What is our response?

At the heart of scripture is the command to love God and love our neighbour. How do we
serve our neighbours and care for God’s creation through our financial decisions? If we
recognise that everything we steward comes from God, there are some big questions we need
to ask around how we view money, where we spend and invest, and how we hold businesses
to account for the impact they have on the world.
Talking about money can be tricky, but the Money Makes Change resources are designed to
help you start these important conversations in your church or small group and take practical
steps towards shaping a fairer, more sustainable world.

using the studies

We have four Bible studies to help you
explore ethical issues around money. You
can choose just one or look at all of them
as part of a series.
Each study considers three scripture
passages, alongside reflections and
questions to get you thinking and talking
about a different topic.

Your conversations may lead you to want
to respond, individually or as a group, so
we have also included some ideas for
action and a short prayer to finish your
time together.

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

Study themes

Where your treasure is
(Isaiah 55: 1-9, 1 John 3: 16-24,
Luke 12: 13-21)
Learning and sharing
(2 Kings 4: 42-44, Romans 12: 1-2,
John 6.1-15)
Spending power
(Exodus 20: 1-17, 1 Timothy 6: 6 - 19,
Mark 12: 28–34)
Speaking out
(Proverbs 31: 8-9, Philippians 2: 1-13,
Mark 11: 15-19)
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tips for facilitating the studies

If your group is meeting for the first time, then allow some time for people to introduce
themselves. If you need an icebreaker question, try one of the following:
If you had £2 to buy something to share, what would you spend it on?
What’s the first thing you remember buying as a child or young adult?
What sayings or Bible verses come to mind when you think about money?
Have you ever boycotted a company? What was your motivation for this?
If you were setting up a business, what would it do?
If you had £1000 to invest, what would you do with it?
If you have time, read the reflection together, after you’ve read the scripture passages.
Alternatively, you could ask people to look at this in advance.
You don’t need to use all the discussion questions! Take your time, don’t be afraid of
silence, and see how the conversation develops and where the Spirit leads.
There are links to video reflections, which might work particularly well if you are meeting
online. Use these to break up the discussion questions or to reflect on your response.
The suggested Action Ideas are there to help you respond. You could ask some simple
questions to get people thinking:
Is there anything you/we could do to respond to what we’ve discussed?
What’s a small step you/we could take? What’s a bigger, more challenging action?
Who could you/we talk to about the things we’ve explored today?
There’s a closing reflection and a prayer to end each study. You may want to include
some silence or a longer time of prayer.
If you do decide to do something as a response or you have some feedback then we
would love to hear from you. Email info@eccr.org.uk or tag us on social media.

Other resources

The themes of the studies are linked to the Money Makes
Change Pledge Action Areas.

For an introduction to the Money Makes Change programme,
watch this short video. Find out why it matters what we do with
all our resources, not just the money we give away.
All our resources, including a Messy Church session and a
Guided Prayer resource, are free to download from our website.
If you'd like support in running a Bible study or workshop with
your church, or you'd like to invite a speaker, please contact us
by emailing info@eccr.org.uk.

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change
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Contributors to the bible studies

The reflections for the Bible studies were written by members of ECCR’s board, with
additional content from Rosie Venner, programme manager for Money Makes Change.
Dr Margaret Scott is a member of a religious congregation, the Handmaids of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. Sister Margaret was an adjunct professor of theology at Saint Joseph’s
University, Philadelphia, USA., for 12 years and Director of the Ignatian Leadership Program
from 2016. She is currently the President of UNANIMA International, an NGO at the UN.
Fr Simon Cuff is a priest in the Church of England and Tutor & Lecturer in Theology at St
Mellitus College. He is a fellow of the Centre for Theology and Community and serves as an
Assistant Priest at St Cyprian’s Clarence Gate in the Diocese of London.
The Rt Revd Michael Doe was Bishop of Swindon in the Anglican Diocese of Bristol from
1994 to 2004, and then General Secretary of the mission agency USPG. He is now Preacher
to Gray’s Inn, and an assistant Bishop in the Diocese of Southwark.
Revd Raymond Singh was in International Banking before he became a URC minister in
1987. In the 1990s he was an Industrial Chaplain with South London Industrial Mission
Blackfriars, and National Trade Union chaplain to AEEU, CWU, NUPE, NUJ and UNISON.
Currently he is a minister in South London.
Video reflections were recorded by Dr Eve Poole, Revd Canon Edward Carter and James
Perry. Additional video reflections will be available in early 2021.
Dr Eve Poole is the Third Church Estates Commissioner for England. She has a PhD in
theology and capitalism from Cambridge. Her recent books are Leadersmithing,
Capitalism’s Toxic Assumptions and Buying God.
Revd Canon Edward Carter is Vicar of St Peter Mancroft Church in Norwich. He chairs the
Church Investors Group, a membership organisation representing the charitable and
pension funds of denominations, dioceses, religious orders and Christian based charities.
James Perry is co-Chairman of COOK, a certified B Corporation. He co-founded the B Corp
movement in the UK, and serves on the global board of B Lab. He is also a Founding
Partner of Snowball LLP, a multi-asset impact investment manager.

further reading and study

Each study contains links to organisations working on the issues raised.
For follow up study you may find these links helpful:
Bridging the Gap: Economic inequality and Church responses in the UK (Theos report)
Power, Profits and the Pandemic (Oxfam report)
Sermon notes, prayers and small group bible studies from Church Action for Tax Justice
Building Back with Justice - discussion guide from Christian Aid
Tearfund's Live Justly resource - particularly session 6 on consumption

Money Makes Change is a programme of the Ecumenical Council for
Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). www.eccr.org.uk
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ECCR is a registered charity (1139618)
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