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Introduction

400 million jobs have been lost during the pandemic, yet 32 of the world’s
most profitable companies are expected to make $109billion more in 2020
than in previous years.
Power, Profits and the Pandemic – Oxfam report (September 2020)

We live in a world of growing inequality, exacerbated by the pandemic. Power and wealth are
concentrated amongst the few, at the expense of the poorest in society. Some of the world’s
biggest companies are fuelling climate change, paying low wages and ignoring injustice in
their supply chains, while continuing to profit. What is our response?

At the heart of scripture is the command to love God and love our neighbour. How do we
serve our neighbours and care for God’s creation through our financial decisions? If we
recognise that everything we steward comes from God, there are some big questions we need
to ask around how we view money, where we spend and invest, and how we hold businesses
to account for the impact they have on the world.
Talking about money can be tricky, but the Money Makes Change resources are designed to
help you start these important conversations in your church or small group and take practical
steps towards shaping a fairer, more sustainable world.

using the studies

We have four Bible studies to help you
explore ethical issues around money. You
can choose just one or look at all of them
as part of a series.
Each study considers three scripture
passages, alongside reflections and
questions to get you thinking and talking
about a different topic.

Your conversations may lead you to want
to respond, individually or as a group, so
we have also included some ideas for
action and a short prayer to finish your
time together.
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Study themes

Where your treasure is
(Isaiah 55: 1-9, 1 John 3: 16-24,
Luke 12: 13-21)
Learning and sharing
(2 Kings 4: 42-44, Romans 12: 1-2,
John 6: 1-15)
Spending power
(Exodus 20: 1-17, 1 Timothy 6: 6-19,
Mark 12: 28–34)
Speaking out
(Proverbs 31: 8-9, Philippians 2: 1-13,
Mark 11: 15-19)
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tips for facilitating the studies

If your group is meeting for the first time, then allow some time for people to introduce
themselves. If you need an icebreaker question, try one of the following:
If you had £2 to buy something to share, what would you spend it on?
What’s the first thing you remember buying as a child or young adult?
What sayings or Bible verses come to mind when you think about money?
Have you ever boycotted a company? What was your motivation for this?
If you were setting up a business, what would it do?
If you had £1000 to invest, what would you do with it?
If you have time, read the reflection together, after you’ve read the scripture passages.
Alternatively, you could ask people to look at this in advance.
You don’t need to use all the discussion questions! Take your time, don’t be afraid of
silence, and see how the conversation develops and where the Spirit leads.
There are links to video reflections, which might work particularly well if you are meeting
online. Use these to break up the discussion questions or to reflect on your response.
The suggested Action Ideas are there to help you respond. You could ask some simple
questions to get people thinking:
Is there anything you/we could do to respond to what we’ve discussed?
What’s a small step you/we could take? What’s a bigger, more challenging action?
Who could you/we talk to about the things we’ve explored today?
There’s a closing reflection and a prayer to end each study. You may want to include
some silence or a longer time of prayer.
If you do decide to do something as a response or you have some feedback then we
would love to hear from you. Email info@eccr.org.uk or tag us on social media.

Other resources

The themes of the studies are linked to the Money Makes
Change Pledge Action Areas.

For an introduction to the Money Makes Change programme,
watch this short video. Find out why it matters what we do with
all our resources, not just the money we give away.
All our resources, including a Messy Church session and a
Guided Prayer resource, are free to download from our website.
If you'd like support in running a Bible study or workshop with
your church, or you'd like to invite a speaker, please contact us
by emailing info@eccr.org.uk.

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change
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Contributors to the bible studies

The reflections for the Bible studies were written by members of ECCR’s board, with
additional content from Rosie Venner, programme manager for Money Makes Change.
Dr Margaret Scott is a member of a religious congregation, the Handmaids of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. Sister Margaret was an adjunct professor of theology at Saint Joseph’s
University, Philadelphia, USA., for 12 years and Director of the Ignatian Leadership Program
from 2016. She is currently the President of UNANIMA International, an NGO at the UN.
Fr Simon Cuff is a priest in the Church of England and Tutor & Lecturer in Theology at St
Mellitus College. He is a fellow of the Centre for Theology and Community and serves as an
Assistant Priest at St Cyprian’s Clarence Gate in the Diocese of London.
The Rt Revd Michael Doe was Bishop of Swindon in the Anglican Diocese of Bristol from
1994 to 2004, and then General Secretary of the mission agency USPG. He is now Preacher
to Gray’s Inn, and an assistant Bishop in the Diocese of Southwark.
Revd Raymond Singh was in International Banking before he became a URC minister in
1987. In the 1990s he was an Industrial Chaplain with South London Industrial Mission
Blackfriars, and National Trade Union chaplain to AEEU, CWU, NUPE, NUJ and UNISON.
Currently he is a minister in South London.
Video reflections were recorded by Dr Eve Poole, Revd Canon Edward Carter and James
Perry. Additional video reflections will be available in early 2021.
Dr Eve Poole is the Third Church Estates Commissioner for England. She has a PhD in
theology and capitalism from Cambridge. Her recent books are Leadersmithing,
Capitalism’s Toxic Assumptions and Buying God.
Revd Canon Edward Carter is Vicar of St Peter Mancroft Church in Norwich. He chairs the
Church Investors Group, a membership organisation representing the charitable and
pension funds of denominations, dioceses, religious orders and Christian based charities.
James Perry is co-Chairman of COOK, a certified B Corporation. He co-founded the B Corp
movement in the UK, and serves on the global board of B Lab. He is also a Founding
Partner of Snowball LLP, a multi-asset impact investment manager.

further reading and study

Each study contains links to organisations working on the issues raised.
For follow up study you may find these links helpful:
Bridging the Gap: Economic inequality and Church responses in the UK (Theos report)
Power, Profits and the Pandemic (Oxfam report)
Sermon notes, prayers and small group bible studies from Church Action for Tax Justice
Building Back with Justice - discussion guide from Christian Aid
Tearfund's Live Justly resource - particularly session 6 on consumption

Money Makes Change is a programme of the Ecumenical Council for
Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). www.eccr.org.uk

eccr

ECCR is a registered charity (1139618)
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Bible

WHERE YOUR

Study

TREASURE IS

for small groups

readings

Introduction

Jesus spoke about money a lot! It's not a topic to shy away
from. Do we see our money as ours, or God’s? How does
that shape what we do with the resources we have?
What we do with money can make a world of difference
to those around us - from choosing an ethical bank to
investing in companies that are building a fairer society.
Do we see our financial decisions as part of our
discipleship?

This Bible Study can be used on its own or alongside
other Money Makes Change resources to explore issues
of faith and finance. It links to the Where your treasure is
Action Area in the Money Makes Change Pledge.

Reflection

|

Isaiah 55: 1-9
An invitation to
abundant life
1 John 3: 16-24
“How does God’s love
abide in anyone who has
the world’s goods and sees
a brother or sister in need
and yet refuses help?”
Luke 12: 13-21
The Parable of
the Rich Fool

Dr Margaret Scott

The biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann
once said: “Economics, far from being a side
issue, is a core preoccupation of the biblical
tradition.” Our three texts are excellent
examples of that “core preoccupation” and
the searching questions that it posed to
God’s people then and the biblical insights
that challenge us now.
At first sight, the passage from the prophet
Isaiah would seem to be a consoling message
to God’s people pining away in exile in
Babylon. “Hang in there! God has not
forgotten you. Everything will be all right in
the end”.

But if we dig deeper, we discover a challenge
addressed to the elite Jews who had been
deported to Babylon. They had become
involved in the economy and trade of the
Babylonian Empire and so, had compromised
their identity as God’s people.

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

Now they are confronted with an urgent
choice to stop collaborating with the
Babylonian authorities and to resist
participating in an economy based on greed,
where you are caught up in a cycle of
working to pay for things that do not satisfy.
“What are you doing? Why do you labour for
that which does not satisfy?"
The prophet offers them an alternative: an
invitation to return to the generous
abundance of God who gives the gifts
needed for life.
The Gospel text introduces us to a “Rich
Fool”. One could argue that this rich man is
not foolish at all but, rather, a wise and
responsible businessman.

Continued on page 2.
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Reflection

Continued from page 1.
His land has produced so abundantly that
he does not have enough storage space
in his barns. So, he plans to build bigger
ones to store all his grain and goods. Then
he will have plenty set aside for the future
and will enjoy his retirement. So why is
the rich farmer called a fool in the
Gospel?
The problem is that he has his priorities all
wrong. He lives in his own little world - an
audience of one - with not a thought for
others or for God, who is the Lord of all, of
life and death.
The writer of 1 John is concerned that the
church members he leads are falling
away from the basic truths of their faith:
the Christian community should believe
in Jesus Christ, God's own Son, and
should love one another.
The biblical message is clear. We should
love one another, but really love one
another. Not just in words. Words are
cheap. What counts are our actions. “How
does God’s love abide in anyone who has
the world’s goods and sees a brother or
sister in need and yet refuses to help
them?”

These three texts are about the
challenges that face us too: our
acceptance or rejection of greed as
normal, our selfishness or dependence on
God, and how we respond to those in
need.

video reflection

If you’d like to explore the idea of ethical
investment as part of this study, then watch
this short video. Canon Edward Carter,
Chair of the Church Investors Group,
reflects on the Church’s role in using its
investments to shape a better world.

What do you think? Do you hold any
investments – individually or as a church?
(Remember that if you have a pension you
are an investor!)
How could you steward this money justly to
meet the needs of others?

discussion
questions

What does ‘abundant life’ look like in the
Isaiah reading? How might our society’s
view of ‘abundant life’ differ from this?
A basic question that Scripture poses is
“When is enough, enough?” How do we
know when we’re being greedy?
Isaiah’s listeners were challenged to
make a choice. What are the choices and
alternatives that we are faced with
today?
How do we view wealth and possessions?
Are they mine, ours or God’s?
What should we prioritise? How can we
‘invest’ our lives and the gifts that God
has given us for others?
What would it mean for us – individually
or as a church - to “walk the walk” rather
than just “talk the talk” when we see our
brothers and sisters in need?

How can we live out our faith and love as
Christians in the way we use our money
and resources?

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change
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final Reflection

|

action Ideas

Dr Margaret Scott

These biblical insights offer a road map for
our journey away from the economy of
greed towards the change that is God’s
dream for our world.
In the light of our current social crisis,
Isaiah invites us to a radical choice that is
both about our personal actions and how
we work for wider social change: an option
for generous self-giving; an alternative way
of being; a neighbourly justice.
The passage from Luke defines very starkly
the foolish desire to gain more and more
that characterises our capitalistic society.
It is all about living for oneself, talking to
oneself, planning for oneself, and
congratulating oneself: basically living in
the orbit of one’s own little universe. In
contrast, the scriptural text offers us a
radical choice between life and death.
The 1 John text offers the antidote to that
foolish selfishness: a pragmatic and
concrete resolve to care for others, based
on the Lord’s new commandment: Love
one another, as I have loved you. A call to
be who we are meant to be and to resist
the selfishness that excludes others,
particularly those most in need.

These texts summon us to engage in a
community solidarity, to be different. To
make a difference.

Where is your ‘treasure’? If you have
savings or investments, is your
money helping create a fairer world?
Take a look at Ethex, Energise Africa
or the Big Exchange and see how
money can be used for good.

What do you know about your
church’s investments? Use your
church structures to speak up for
the issues you are concerned about.
Could your church make a
commitment to divest from fossil
fuels and invest in clean
alternatives? Join Operation Noah’s
Bright Now campaign.
Do you bank with an ethical bank?
Visit https://switchit.money to find
out if your bank is investing in fossil
fuels. Read the Investing in Change
report and ask your bank to stop
financing the nuclear weapons
industry.
Explore switching to an ethical
pension fund using ShareAction's
resources.

Review your giving and look for ways
to share your resources more
generously with others.

prayer

Thanks be to You, Creator of the heavens and the earth, to whom all things belong.
Free us from greed and fill us with generosity.
Release us from insecurity and restore us to contentment with the treasures of your realm.
Strip us of our fear and strengthen us to love one another as you have loved us.
Guide our decisions about money so that all God’s creation may have abundant life.
Amen.
These words are adapted from a longer prayer written by Ana & Tod Gobledale / Worship Words.

Money Makes Change is a programme of the Ecumenical Council for
Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). Visit our website to find out more about

eccr

our work and resources for churches and individuals: www.eccr.org.uk
ECCR is a registered charity (1139618)
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LEARNING

Study

& SHARING

for small groups

Introduction

readings

God gives abundantly and yet we live in a world of vast
inequality. How tuned in are we to the needs of others?
Who do we need to listen to in our communities? How
can we offer what we have for the good of all?

This Bible Study can be used on its own or alongside other
Money Makes Change resources to explore issues of faith
and finance. It links to the Learning and Sharing Action
Area in the Money Makes Change Pledge.

Reflection

|

2 Kings 4: 42-44
Elisha feeds one
hundred men
Romans 12: 1-2
Do not be conformed
to this world...
John 6: 1-15
Feeding of the five thousand

Simon Cuff

The feeding of the five thousand is such a
familiar story. It’s a miracle that tells of the
heavenly banquet that awaits us in eternity,
that shows us who Jesus is, that shows us
how God will multiply with abundance the
scarcity of our resources.
Yet, as so often with stories from the Bible
that are particularly familiar, our
remembering of them tends to be in broad
strokes and we overlook the small details
that can give us new insights. We do the
exact opposite of God.

Instead of recalling the story and noticing
the small detail and the overlooked
character, we focus on the spectacular
bits that get lodged in our memory.
Both John’s account of the miraculous
feeding of the five thousand and the story
of the prophet Elisha’s multiplication of
bread are as much about how the often
overlooked use what God has already given
them. Both stories include unnamed, and
all too easily unnoticed, characters, who

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

give back to God what they have already at
their disposal, which enables God to multiply
those gifts miraculously from gifts he has
already given.
In the case of Elisha, an unnamed man brings
the first of his produce to God by giving it to a
renowned man of God, Elisha. In the feeding
of the 5000, an unnamed boy is found to have
five loaves and two fish.
Elisha gives this to the hundred and they eat
with more besides. Jesus distributes the food
and the disciples gather up twelve baskets of
leftovers: 'Gather up the fragments left over,
so that nothing may be lost.'
We don’t know how the man or the boy feel
about that which they’ve offered to share
being distributed so widely. Perhaps the boy
feels the pain of giving up his lunch. Perhaps
the man feels affronted that what he had set
aside to honour God was being shared so
widely and not reserved for the holy men for
whom he had intended it.

Continued on page 2.
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Reflection

video reflection

Continued from page 1.

Every day 20 million slices of bread are
thrown away in UK homes!

What we do know is that if the man had
not set aside the very first of his
produce to God and if the boy had not
offered up his lunch, the miracle may
well not have happened in the first
place.

God takes our morsel and
multiplies it, and not a
crumb is overlooked.

Watch this short video from Hubbub
about Community Fridges to find out how
people are sharing food and engaging
local businesses around food waste.

When businesses and households throw
food away, we also waste the energy and
natural resources that helped produce it.
How could you and your church play a
part in a more sustainable food system?

These readings call us to look hard at all
the very many great and small gifts that
God has given to us. Everything we are
and have at our disposal is gift.
At the centre of these stories is
‘sacrifice’, the theme of our reading
from Paul.

We are called to ‘living sacrifice’, to ‘set
apart’ potentially the whole of ourselves,
our money, our property, all the gifts we
have been given, so that God can put
them to his use and multiply them for
even greater abundance for his people.

discussion
questions

What gifts has God given us?
What are we being called to give up?
How are we called to use the gifts that
God has given us?
In our passages, who are the characters
we might otherwise overlook? Why are
they included in the story?
Paul calls us not to be conformed to this
world. What is counter cultural in these
passages? What is counter some of the
practices we might even see in Church?
Jesus notices people's need. How do we
discern the real needs of the people
around us? What are those needs?
Nobody likes giving up money or things.
What might we be attached to so
strongly that we can't hear God is calling
us to offer it back to God?
How can we use the resources at our
disposal more wisely to unlock how God
wishes them to be used?

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change
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final Reflection

|

action Ideas

simon cuff

‘Be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God—what is good and acceptable
and perfect’. (Romans 12.2)
The Christian life requires constant
attentiveness to God, to ourselves and
those around us. We fear giving up or
losing control of the things in our lives that
make us feel comfortable.
Yet again and again in Scripture we hear
that offering up the little to which we cling,
or using the thing which God has given us
more in accordance with his will, opens up
an even greater abundance for all of us.
This isn’t easy, runs against many of our
instincts and counter to a consumeristic
culture. It involves a ‘renewing of our minds’
- a new way of inhabiting the world and
relating to our belongings. Renewing our
minds, transforming our lives in very small
ways can be used by God for greater
abundance.

Where we bank, how we shop, how we put
the gifts we’ve been given to God’s disposal,
all these small offerings can be taken up by
God and multiplied. Not even a crumb is
overlooked.
What small thing will you do today?

Draw a map or identify the
groups, networks, co-operatives
and social enterprises working
for positive change in your local
community. What could you
and your church offer to
multiply the good that is
happening? This could be
money, time, skills or simply a
place to meet.
Listen and learn from the
people in your group, church or
wider community who are in
poorly paid or insecure jobs.
Join the campaign for
companies to pay a Living
Wage so that everyone has
enough for their everyday
needs.
Explore the work of Church
Action for Tax Justice. A fair tax
system can help tackle poverty
and inequality and rebuild our
connections with each other.

Is there a Your Local Pantry or a
Community Fridge near you?
Get involved to tackle food
poverty and reduce food waste
from supermarkets.

prayer

Jesus, Bread of Life,
in a world of plentiful resources and vast inequality,
challenge us to look closely at what we can offer up
for Your transforming work in our communities.

Amen
Spend some time reflecting on an artist's depiction of the Feeding of the 5000. Eularia Clark’s
Five Thousand is available to view online via the Methodist Modern Art Collection.

Money Makes Change is a programme of the Ecumenical Council for
Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). Visit our website to find out more about

eccr

our work and resources for churches and individuals: www.eccr.org.uk
ECCR is a registered charity (1139618)
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Bible

SPENDING

Study

POWER

for small groups

readings

Introduction

Sharing our resources with others is an important part of our
discipleship – offering back what has been given by God. But
what about the money we spend? Do we give the same
attention to our spending as to our giving? When we are
buying food or clothing, or deciding which energy company
to choose, do we think about the impact our decisions have?

This small group Bible Study can be used on its own or
alongside other Money Makes Change resources to explore
issues of faith and finance. It links to the Spending Power
Action Area in the Money Makes Change Pledge.

Reflection

|

Exodus 20: 1-17
The Ten
Commandments
1 Timothy 6: 6-19
“For the love of money is
a root of all kinds of evil”
Mark 12: 28–34
The First
Commandment

revd raymond singh

One of Aesop’s Fables tells us about a man
who melted all the gold he had into a single
lump and buried it. Every day he would
gleefully go and inspect his precious lump of
gold. Unfortunately for him his pattern of
behaviour was detected, and a thief followed
him and later stole his precious gold!
The next day, a neighbour saw him groaning
over his loss and said to him: 'Don't take it so
much to heart, my friend; put a brick into the
hole, and take a look at it every day. You
won't be any worse off than before, for even
when you had your gold it was of no earthly
use to you’!
Rev Charles Watson, a great Methodist
Indian Christian, who managed a community
centre in East Ham in London would say that
churches and religions tend to live off wealth
generated from ‘buried gold' and they have
allowed their fortune to gather dust.

Rena Priest’s poem The Index explores the
ways in which we may have: “murdered,
trafficked or exploited the vulnerable / stole,
embezzled, poisoned, cheated, swindled, / or
otherwise subdued nature” to come by
wealth.
How we use and spend our money can be a
means whereby we can make effective
change. Paul states in 1 Timothy 6.10: ‘The
love of money is a root from which all kinds
of evil grow'.

We are called to shun ‘the eagerness to be
rich’ and instead focus our hearts on
righteousness, godliness, faithfulness, love,
steadfastness and gentleness (1 Tim 6.11).
Righteousness in its narrow sense of the Law,
was about sacrifices, abstaining from meat
and other forms of defilement, whereas for
Paul it is about a right relationship with God
(Romans 1.17) where ‘doing right' is the norm.

If we have wealth, how did we acquire it and
what do we do with it?

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

Continued on page 2.
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Reflection

Continued from page 1.
This doing of righteousness includes
such ideas as justice, generosity,
restoration, goodness - in every aspect of
our lives including how we handle
money.

God has promised us ‘new heavens and
a new earth where righteousness will be
at home’ (2 Peter 3.13).
Even if we have faith as small as a
mustard seed, if we pursue
righteousness, we can make great
changes where the resources we
steward (our wealth) become the gift of
God for others.

video reflection

Explore ethical spending by watching
Dr Eve Poole’s video reflection on how
we can be salt and light in the economy.
You might want to first read Matthew 5:
13 – 16.

Eve suggests an activity that you can do,
to ‘red, amber, green’ your purchases by
looking at a recent bank statement.
How do you feel about this?
For any that you might identify as ‘red’,
how could you move them towards
‘amber’ or ‘green’?

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

discussion
questions

What are the biggest challenges facing
our world at the moment? What
connections do you see between these
concerns and the way the economy
works or the way businesses behave?
How could the Ten Commandments
guide our use of money? Are there
things that we buy that might harm
others, directly or indirectly?
Some big businesses face criticism for
using child labour in their supply chains,
or not allowing workers to join trade
unions. What would a business look like
that lives by the principles of Exodus
20:1-17?
58% of those in relative poverty in the UK
live in a working household. Work and
rest are part of God’s creation and
Exodus 20:8-11 speaks of the Sabbath,
the day of rest. How can we help ensure
that everyone is paid a fair wage and is
able to balance work and rest?
1 Timothy 6: 6-10 speaks of contentment
and desire. What does contentment
look like in our spending habits? How do
we avoid the desire for more and more,
which damages God’s creation?
Jesus describes the whole law as being
summed up by the commands to love
God and love neighbour. What values do
these commands suggest? How could
ethical spending choices promote those
values, and love of God and neighbour?

“You shall love your neighbour as
yourself”. What daily duties might this
commandment encourage? Think of
the parable of the Good Samaritan
where money was spent to bring
assistance to the robbed man. How can
our spending and economic activities
help bring change to the marginalised
members of our community and world?

@Money.Makes.Change
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final Reflection

|

action Ideas

revd raymond singh

The message of God's love is for the whole
of creation, the global, which reminds us of
our kinship as being one body in Christ.
God gave us creation to respect and
protect. Sadly, this has not been the case
and a climate emergency has been
declared. That covenant with God is not
being honoured, and the degradation of
our planet has largely been due to how we
have in the past chosen to spend ‘our’
money (we say 'our' but all things come
from God!).
While we have direct and clear
commandments, Jesus often challenged
those who would want us to ignore the
‘spirit’ of the law. People have for centuries
used laws to justify many kinds of
oppressions and what we have learnt from
these bible passages is that the doing of
the law is as valuable as the
commandments themselves.
We should avoid focussing so much on the
letter of the law that we ignore its spirit or
purpose, especially when it leads us to not
connect with our planet and our
neighbours.

There are companies that use loopholes in
the law, or deliberately evade the law, to
damage the earth or avoid paying fair
rates of tax. Do we continue to buy from
these companies, because they provide us
with cheap products? Should we not
instead reward the smaller enterprises
who respond to the needs of people and
planet and contribute to the wider
economy in a fairer way?

As we live through the Covid-19
pandemic, think about how you
could support businesses in your
local community who may be
struggling. The #adoptashop
movement encourages people to
choose 3 small shops to support.
Think about your church’s
financial footprint. What do you
spend money on? What do you
know about the ethics of the
businesses you buy from and
their impact on the world?
Many churches have switched to
Fairtrade tea and coffee. What’s
the next step you could take? Use
the Money Makes Change Pledge
to take action.
90.5% of plastic waste has never
been recycled, either being
incinerated or left in landfill or
the natural environment. Our
desire for plastic products and
packaging is damaging God’s
creation. Change your spending
habits to reduce your plastic use
and get involved in a Plastic Free
campaign near you.
Stop and think about your
purchases. Do you really need to
buy it? Even if there’s an ethical
option, the best thing might be
to repurpose or repair something
you already have.
Get your church involved in a
repair or recycling scheme – it
can be a great way to connect
with your local community.
Who made the clothes you buy?
Find out more about Labour
behind the Label's campaign for
the rights of workers in the
garment industry.

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change
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prayer

Change our habits, Lord.
Where our habits have reflected our sin and not your love,
Have mercy, Lord - forgive us our sins.
Where we seek help to form habits that conform to your ways,
Grant us grace, Lord - your will be done.
Where new habits of righteousness transform unjust structures,
We praise you, Lord - your kingdom come!
Amen
This prayer comes from Materials for prayer and reflection on Fairtrade / CCOW
www.ccow.org.uk

You may also want to look at our Guided Prayer resource which
takes you through a series of reflections to connect your faith and
your finances for a fairer world.

Money Makes Change is a programme of the Ecumenical Council for
Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). Visit our website to find out more about

eccr

our work and resources for churches and individuals: www.eccr.org.uk
ECCR is a registered charity (1139618)
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Bible

SPEAKING

Study

OUT

for small groups

Introduction

readings

We can use our voices and our financial decisions to bring
about a better world. We can shape a fairer economy and
hold businesses and policymakers to account – through
prayer, campaigning, education and engaging with those
in power. Think of something that has changed for the
better in your local community or in the wider world. What
did people do to make change happen?

This small group Bible Study can be used on its own or
alongside other Money Makes Change resources to
explore issues of faith and finance. It links to the Speaking
Out Action Area in the Money Makes Change Pledge.

Reflection

|

Proverbs 31: 8-9
Speak out
Philippians 2: 1-13
Imitating Christ’s
humility
Mark 11: 15-19
Jesus cleanses the
temple

Bishop Michael Doe

Christians try to build a better world
because we believe that this is God’s world
and he expects us to share and use well
what he has given to us. In response to
God’s love for us we need to love both him
and our neighbour – the two go hand-inhand, two sides of the one coin.

There needs to be economic change as
well, because change happens when power
moves.

But often we set limits to how far we will go
and what we're willing to let go. And the
key is often power: we want to stay in
charge, and we’re fearful of surrendering
what we’ve achieved and the power that
has come with it.

Speaking out for others is often called
advocacy. Sometimes that means speaking
on behalf of those who are marginalised.
Even better it’s about making it possible for
such people to speak for themselves.

The obvious example is charitable giving.
Giving money to good causes may be a
genuine desire to help others, even
sacrificially. But it tends not to be about
sharing power. Charity softens the impact
of poverty, but rarely does it bring about
change.

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

The Book of Proverbs calls on all Godfearing people to ‘Speak out’, 'Judge
righteously' and 'Defend the rights of the
poor and needy'.

Recent examples would be the Black Lives
Matter Campaign, or the way that over the
years people needing Social Care have been
ignored, culminating in what happened to
those in care homes at the beginning of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Continued on Page 2.

@Money.Makes.Change
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Reflection

|

Bishop Michael Doe

Continued from Page 1.
The failure by those in authority to give fair
judgement received the heaviest
condemnation from all the Old Testament
prophets. Those who make and administer
the laws have a duty to ensure justice, 'to
judge righteously', especially for those least
able to defend themselves. That applies to all
those in power, including those who wield it
in the City of London and Canary Wharf.

the cleansing of the Temple is a great
prophetic act in which he challenges all those
who use their power, both religious and
secular, to exploit the poor and the powerless.
The cleansing of the temple shows that we
cannot walk by on the other side. Instead we
are challenged to look at our institutions, at
our economies, and ask who benefits, who
suffers, and do we have the courage to do
something about it?

'Defend the rights of the poor and needy’
reminds us that the poor are to receive not
just sympathy and charity but what they are
rightly owed in a just and God-given society.

At first sight Philippians 2: 1-13 is about
humility and service and does not sit well with
the anger of Jesus in the Gospel passage. But
we need to look deeper.

The story of Jesus cleansing the Temple
(Mark 11: 15-19) is one of the few to be found in
all four Gospels. The Temple was at the centre
of the Jewish religion. When the Jews
returned from exile, they rebuilt it where
Solomon’s Temple had been, and it was a
relatively modest building. But Herod the
Great started a massive expansion. It was one
of many building projects paid for by heavy
taxation, vanity projects to establish his
power.

Paul urges his readers give priority not to their
own interests but to the interests of others,
rejecting selfish ambition. That alone puts a
large question mark around those political
institutions and economic systems which
begin with self-interest, sustain inequality, and
dispossess others.

The religious leaders also grew richer and
more powerful, with growing numbers
coming to make sacrifices and pay the
Temple tax. They were keen to preserve the
uneasy relationship with King Herod and the
Roman occupiers, which is why they felt
threatened by Jesus. But what they did not
want was Roman coinage, pagan money,
coming into the Temple. That’s why the Court
of the Gentiles, just outside the holier places,
was full of money changers and people
selling animals for sacrifice.

When Jesus drives them out, he is doing at
least three things. First, he is returning this
place, the only part of the temple where
ordinary Jews and Gentiles could gather, to
its proper role as a place of prayer and
worship (Isaiah 56:7). Second, he is clearing
out the people he calls “robbers”,
unscrupulous traders and money changers
who took advantage of the poor. But thirdly
he is calling into question the whole system:

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

For Paul this is not just about being kind to
others. He roots it in the whole Jesus event.
First, Jesus rejected the power and glory
which was rightly his, preferring the role of a
servant. So we too should treat with great
suspicion all worldly systems which allow
some people to amass great power and
wealth, creating unhealthy social division, and
leaving others at the bottom of the pile.
Second, Jesus came to serve, not to dominate.
Again, this should influence our personal
behaviour, but it goes way beyond that. It
should also direct the decisions we make
about social and economic equality. Why do
people who only push money around for a
living get paid much more than those in
essential and often unpleasant work in
hospitals and care homes?
Third, Jesus shows us what human solidarity
means. In choosing to become one of us, to
embrace our humanity, he demonstrates that
we belong together. We are called not to try to
better ourselves at the expense of the other,
but to belong together and to work
together for a better world.

@Money.Makes.Change
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discussion
questions

Whose voices are not heard in our
society today?
Read a story from Church Action on
Poverty's Voices from the Margins and
hear the challenges of accessing and
being on Universal Credit. Proverbs 31:9
calls us to defend the ‘rights of the poor
and needy’. What do you think these
rights are?
What does ‘speaking out’ look like?
Why was Jesus so angry in Mark 11: 15 –
19? Why do you think he acted the way
he did?
Who holds power in our society today or
in our local community? Who benefits
from this power? Does it increase or
decrease inequality?
Companies have a role to play in the
economy to tackle inequality e.g. by
recruiting people from all sectors of the
community, paying a fair wage to their
employees and paying their taxes.
Churches and many individual
Christians (if only through our pension
schemes) have investments in
companies. Where could we try and use
our power to influence companies to
behave better?
'Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others.’
(Philippians 2:4) – how should this shape
our financial decisions and our
discipleship?

‘For it is God who is at work in you’
(Philippians 2:13) – where do you see
God at work in the world? Who and
what is shaping a fairer economy?
Where are the rights of the poor
defended? What role will you play?

@ECCR.Money.Makes.Change

video reflection

In this video, James Perry (Co-Chairman
of COOK) reflects on our role as
Christians in the economy - how to be
'salt and light' by speaking out against
injustice and supporting businesses
that are doing good.

COOK is one of the UK's first B-Corps,
putting people and planet first. Find
out why B-Corps are good news here.
James speaks out against Mammon, a
term used in the Gospels to refer to the
greedy pursuit of wealth.
What does Mammon look like today
and how can we challenge it?

final Reflection

|

Bishop Michael Doe

These passages are clear, but
challenging. There are much easier
ways of being a Christian, but not if
we are to take scripture seriously.
The fundamental question is whether
we can move from Charity to Justice,
to a real engagement with the
political and economic institutions
from which most of us benefit but
which often keep others poor and
powerless, in our own country and
around the world.
And when this seems too much, and
we feel overwhelmed and dispirited,
we might turn again to those final
words in the Philippians passage.
Yes, we have to work it out “with fear
and trembling”, recognizing the
complexity of the issues and our
difficulty in addressing them.

But we also know that this is God’s
work, he is at work within us, enabling
us both to will and to work for the
coming of his Kingdom.
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action Ideas

In Britain the poorer you are, the greater the
proportion of your income you pay in tax. In
contrast, the more powerful a company, the more it
is able to avoid paying tax in those countries where
it is making its profits. Speak out with Church
Action for Tax Justice.
Get involved with Church Action on Poverty who
campaign for change and amplify the voices of
people who have experience of poverty.
There’s about £3 trillion invested in UK pensions.
Lots of it funds harmful industries like fossil fuels,
tobacco, and arms. Speak out with your pension,
through the Make My Money Matter campaign.
Take a global perspective. Communities around the
world are affected by the harmful practices of
companies based in the UK. Join with organisations
like the London Mining Network to speak out for
justice.
Want to speak out on climate change but not sure
where to start? Get inspired and equipped to start
talking to your MP and local councillors with Hope
for the Future’s resources and events.
Become an AGM Activist with ShareAction. Ask
powerful questions to challenge the bosses of the
world’s largest companies on the issues that matter
to everyone, from executive pay to climate change.

prayer

God of power and might,
we long for your Kingdom and for an end to poverty and injustice.
We lament the many ways in which power and wealth are used to benefit the few.
Show us where we hold power and how to use this for good.
Forgive us when we cling to power and when we fail to respond to the needs of others.
Let the same mind be in us that was in Christ Jesus.
As you embraced our humanity, help us stand alongside neighbours and strangers
in our own communities and around the world, to work for justice for all.
Amen

Money Makes Change is a programme of the Ecumenical Council for
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