
Money
Makes
Change

The Money Makes 
Change Pledge
A tool to help churches connect faith  
and finance for a fairer world.

What if we...
•  lived in a way that honoured all money as a gift from God?

•  took care to choose products and services that do not 
harm God’s creation?

•  supported businesses, locally and globally, that are 
working for the common good? 

What if we could transform the way we talk about 
money in church?

Scores
0 = we haven’t considered this yet 
1 = we’ve started to explore this 
2 = we are taking some action but 
would like to do more 
3 = we have addressed this and/or we 
are active in this area

The Money Makes Change Pledge encourages churches to take 
a closer look at how money shapes the world around us. All of us 
can use our resources, our voices and our collective power to serve 
our neighbours, make the world fairer for everyone and care for 
creation. We can commit to simple steps like choosing an ethical 
bank account, supporting businesses that are doing good in our 
communities or speaking out against injustice. By acting with 
integrity around money, and stewarding God’s resources thoughtfully 
and generously, we can be like salt and light in the world.

Together we can take small steps towards a fairer,  
more sustainable world.

How it works: exploring the Action Areas and making 
your pledge
There are four themed ACTION AREAS. Read through the different sections and 
talk with others in your church about the work that you are already involved in. 

Use the scores (below) to describe your current activity. Don’t worry if your scores are 
‘low’ – the aim of the Pledge is to identify where you want to make progress.  

Talk and pray together about the actions you want to explore. Look at the resource 
sheets for each Action Area (downloadable from our website) and identify up to 
four things to work on over a period of time. These form your Pledge. They could 
be from different Action Areas or you may want to focus on one Area in particular. 

Go to our online form to record your 
Pledge. This produces a simple poster 
that you can display to share your 
progress and commitment.

Email info@eccr.org.uk if you have any 
questions and let us know how you get 
on with the Pledge!

£ 

http://www.eccr.org.uk/money-makes-change-pledge
https://www.eccr.org.uk/money-makes-change-pledge
mailto:info%40eccr.org.uk?subject=


The Action Areas

Reflecting on how we use 
our money and resources 
for the common good. 
Is the money in our bank 
accounts, pensions or 
investments helping create 
a fairer, more sustainable 
world? How could we 
steward God’s resources in 
generous, just and creative 
ways?

Involving our whole 
church and wider 
community in the 
conversation. What do 
we need to learn more 
about? How do we reflect 
on money and faith in 
our prayer, worship and 
teaching? Taking time to 
share our story and listen 
to others. 

Using our voice and 
working with others 
to speak up for a 
fairer world. Holding 
the business world 
accountable, promoting 
human rights and 
economic justice, and 
tackling climate change. 

Thinking through the 
decisions we make around 
spending. What do we 
know about the ethics of 
the products and services 
our church buys? Do we 
help people connect their 
discipleship and their 
spending choices?

This cross formed by the four 
arrows will be displayed on 
a printable poster when you 
record your Pledge online. It 
shows your current activity, 
with each arrow ‘filling up’ with 
colour. The actions you choose 
for your Pledge will be shown 
alongside this image.

Here’s an example of what 
your Pledge might include: 

Where your  
treasure is

Spending 
power

Learning and 
sharing

Speaking 
out

WE PLEDGE TO: 

•  Switch our church bank 
account to a more 
ethical option

•  Pray regularly for local 
social enterprises 

•  Agree an ethical 
purchasing policy for 
the food we buy

•  Raise awareness of the 
Living Wage campaign 

https://www.eccr.org.uk/money-makes-change-pledge


0 = we haven’t considered this yet     1 = we’ve started to explore this     2 = we are taking some action but would like to do more     3 = we have addressed this and/or we are active in this area

ACTION AREA: Where your treasure is

SCORE

1. BANKING AND SAVINGS We have explored 
different options and are confident that we bank 
with an ethical bank or building society. We raise 
awareness of ethical banking for individuals too.

Find out more about your current bank or building society. Do they invest in sectors 
that you view as harmful or problematic? You might opt to move to a more ethical 
account or engage with your current bank on issues that concern you.

2. INVESTMENTS We have adopted an ethical 
investment policy for any investments we hold, 
now or in the future. We invest money and/
or resources in projects or services that have a 
positive impact. We raise awareness of impact 
investing.

If your church has investments, your policy could involve engagement with companies 
and/or divestment of shares or avoidance of specific sectors. Impact investing means 
investing money to generate positive social and environmental impact as well as 
financial returns.  

3. PENSIONS We understand the power of 
pensions. We raise awareness of ethical fund 
options in pension schemes. If we employ staff, 
we ensure they are aware of ethical fund options 
in their pension.

Pensions can be a powerful tool for change, as they represent a huge amount of money 
invested in companies. Many people in your congregation may have a pension. Do they 
know what their money is doing? What kind of world is it building?

4. ASSETS & SOCIAL ENTERPRISE We seek to 
use our assets for the benefit of others and/or 
explore what we could offer to our community 
through a social enterprise model.

How do you use your building, facilities and land to serve others? You might explore 
the possibilities of starting your own social enterprise or partnering with others locally. 
Social enterprises are committed to changing the world for the better.

5. GIVING We encourage a thoughtful and 
generous approach to giving.

How do you empower people to give towards the church’s mission and ministry and to 
the work of local and national organisations? It’s important to think about giving within 
the wider context of what we do with all our resources. 

TOTAL:

£ 



ACTION AREA: Learning and sharing

SCORE

1. YOUNG PEOPLE We involve children and 
young people in conversations and decisions 
around how our church stewards its resources 
and listen to their ideas and concerns. We help 
children and young people explore ethical issues 
around money. 

Listen to the voices of young people and support them in the actions they want to take. 
Make space in children’s and youth meetings and events for education and discussion 
around faith and money.

2. GOING DEEPER We invest time and resources 
in helping our church community learn more 
about specific issues so that we are empowered 
to take action.

For example, you might choose to learn more about an issue like Modern Slavery. 
This could involve putting up displays, learning how to report concerns about a local 
business, equipping volunteers through a training course or organising an awareness 
raising event. 

3. COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS We encourage 
others in our community to learn, reflect and 
take action on issues of faith and money.

Invite and inspire others to get involved. Connect with your local school, neighbouring 
churches and community groups. 

4. MEDIA AND STORYTELLING We share stories 
of what we are doing, to inform and inspire 
others.

Share some good news! As you work through this resource and make your Pledge you 
could share your story through social media, community magazines, local papers, radio 
or church press. We’d love to hear your story too!

5. PRAYER AND WORSHIP We include issues 
around the ethical use of money and corporate 
responsibility in our teaching, prayer and 
worship.

Make connections between faith and money at different points in the year e.g. on 
special Sundays. Include relevant campaigns and organisations in your prayers. 

TOTAL:

0 = we haven’t considered this yet     1 = we’ve started to explore this     2 = we are taking some action but would like to do more     3 = we have addressed this and/or we are active in this area

£ 



ACTION AREA: Spending power

SCORE

1. SUPPLIERS We consider ethical and 
environmental issues when reviewing existing 
suppliers and choosing new suppliers.

Who do you buy your gas, electricity, insurance or broadband from? What do you know 
about the providers you choose? Ethical ratings and certification schemes can help 
with decision-making. You could consider their impact on the environment and how 
they treat their staff.

2. ETHICAL PURCHASING We have agreed 
an ethical purchasing policy for our church 
and related groups and activities, and we are 
committed to reviewing it regularly.

Many churches have made the switch to ethically sourced tea and coffee, but have you 
considered all the things you use? This could include food, cleaning supplies and paper. 
What guidance do you give to people buying things on behalf of the church? 

3. CELEBRATING GOOD BUSINESS We support 
local cooperatives, social enterprises and other 
ethical businesses.  We raise awareness of and/or 
have a connection with a local Credit union.

Cooperatives and social enterprises share a passion for working for a better world and 
a more inclusive economy. Which businesses in your local area are working for the 
common good? How could you support and encourage them? 

4. FAIRTRADE We are part of the Fairtrade 
movement.

Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability, and 
fair terms of trade for farmers and workers in the developing world. Buying Fairtrade 
products might be the first step, but you can also get involved in campaigns too.  

5. DISCIPLESHIP We encourage people to think 
through their spending habits and choices as 
part of their discipleship.

This could be in small discussion groups, through preaching and teaching or Bible 
studies. If you are discussing an ethical purchasing policy as a church, you could 
encourage people to review their individual or household spending too. 

TOTAL:

0 = we haven’t considered this yet     1 = we’ve started to explore this     2 = we are taking some action but would like to do more     3 = we have addressed this and/or we are active in this area

£ 



ACTION AREA: Speaking out

SCORE

1. INFLUENCING OTHERS We encourage our 
regional and/or national church structures to use, 
invest and spend money wisely for a fairer, more 
sustainable world. 

Think about the other Action Areas you are working on. How could you inspire the 
wider Church to take action? Find out more about your denomination’s ethical 
investment policy or encourage church leaders to speak out on issues of concern. 

2. LOCAL COUNCILLORS & MPs We raise 
concerns and work with our representatives on 
one or more Action Areas.

This could include engaging with your local council on their pension investment policy 
or talking to your MP. Involve your representatives in the issues you are passionate 
about e.g. plastic recycling, food waste or a Living Wage campaign. 

3. LOCAL JUSTICE ISSUES We are aware of and 
are responding to issues of economic injustice 
and financial exclusion in our local community.

How does poverty and inequality affect people in your community? What is your 
response to immediate needs and deeper injustices? This could include debt advice, 
food banks or getting involved in community organising. 

4. WIDER WORLD We are aware of and are 
responding to economic injustice and financial 
exclusion at a national or global level. We stand 
in solidarity with communities affected by 
harmful business practices and sectors.

You could explore campaigns and resources from organisations like Church Action for 
Tax Justice, Jubilee Debt Campaign, Church Action on Poverty, Christian Aid, CAFOD or 
Tearfund. Stand in solidarity with communities affected by environmental destruction, 
land grabs or mining.  

5. SPEAKING TO BUSINESSES We engage 
with businesses, large and small, locally and 
nationally, around ethical issues and corporate 
responsibility, in pursuit of a fairer, more 
sustainable world.

If you are unhappy with the behaviour and policies of a company, use your power as 
customers or residents to urge them to do things differently. Speak directly to them, 
write to them, or use social media to get your message across. Join existing campaigns 
or start your own! 

TOTAL:

FINAL TOTAL FOR ALL 4 ACTION AREAS:

0 = we haven’t considered this yet     1 = we’ve started to explore this     2 = we are taking some action but would like to do more     3 = we have addressed this and/or we are active in this area

£ 

The Money Makes Change Pledge is a resource created by ECCR as part of the Money Makes Change programme www.eccr.org.uk


