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ECCR e-newsletter January 2008 
 
 

 

Dear ECCR members, partners and friends  
 
In this e-newsletter: 
 
·  South-West Group launch meeting, 9 February, Bristol 
·  Supermarket power – support calls for a European Commission investigation (deadline 18 January) 
·  New Church Investors Group website  
·  Mining in the Philippines: Working Group to meet with UKSIF members 
·  Tar sands: an emerging issue  
·  ECCR programme evaluation – further feedback invited by 28 January 
 
 
South-West Group launch meeting, 9 February, Bristo l  
ECCR members, Board and secretariat invite you to a meeting to discuss the launch of ECCR's 
South-West Group with the aim of engaging with companies with South-West links and seeking ways 
to promote social investment in the region. The meeting takes place on Saturday 9 February 2008 
from 11 am to 4 pm at Woodlands Christian Centre, Clifton, Bristol. Members, prospective members 
and others are welcome. The event is free of charge and the format participatory. For more details, 
please contact Helen Boothroyd: helen.boothroyd@eccr.org.uk, tel. 016977 46567. 
 
 
Supermarket power – support calls for a European Co mmission investigation (deadline 18 
January) 
ECCR corporate member Traidcraft Exchange is working with civil society organisations across 
Europe to raise awareness of the power that supermarkets can exert on their suppliers, using a written 
declaration in the European Parliament. The written declaration – full wording at the foot of this e-
newsletter - asks DG Competition (the relevant European Commission department) to start an 
investigation into supermarket buyer power. Traidcraft Exchange requests people to email or call their 
MEPs by 18 January to ask them to sign the written declaration, which closes for signatures on 24 
January. 363 MEP signatures will initiate a debate in the European Parliament. Contact details for 
MEPs are available at http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members.do. A briefing paper for MEPs and 
further information are available from Fiona Gooch: fionag@traidcraft.org, tel. +44 (0)20 7242 3955. 
 
 
New Church Investors Group website 
The Church Investors Group (CIG), several of whose members are also ECCR members or partners, 
has launched a new website at http://www.churchinvestorsgroup.org.uk/. 
 
 
Mining in the Philippines: Working Group to meet wi th UKSIF members 
The Working Group on Mining in the Philippines, chaired by Clare Short, which includes ECCR, will 
present issues highlighted in the report Mining in the Philippines: Concerns and Conflicts (available at 
http://www.eccr.org.uk/module-htmlpages-display-pid-22.html) to members of the UK Social 
Investment Forum at a meeting on 16 January hosted by Morley Fund Management. 
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Tar sands: an emerging issue 
Concerns are rising about the development of Canadian tar (or oil) sands in Alberta, where BP has 
recently entered alongside Shell and other oil companies. These sands represent a major new short-
term oil resource, but their extraction and processing involve very high levels of energy input, water 
consumption, environmental impacts on forests and greenhouse gas emissions. The sands are 
becoming a focal point of discussion about the future of energy production and consumption. ECCR 
partners in North America including KAIROS Canada, ICCR and Christian Brothers Investment 
Services are working on the issue, and ECCR will be considering engagement with BP and Shell over 
the coming months. Links: http://www.oilsandswatch.org/overview; 
http://www.kairoscanada.org/e/action/LikeOil&Water_AlbertaStory.pdf; 
https://www.ethicalfunds.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/docs/EF_2nd_letter_to_oil_consultation.pdf; 
http://www.energybulletin.net/33895.html. 
 
 
ECCR programme evaluation – further feedback invite d by 28 January 
ECCR would welcome more comments from members and partners to inform its evaluation of the 
current programme and its planning for 2008-9. We are extending our deadline for feedback to 28 
January. Members, donors and partners are invited to comment by questionnaire, email, letter or 
telephone to Bridget Walker: bawalker@rwhnind.freeserve.co.uk, c/o ECCR, PO Box 500, Oxford OX1 
1ZL, tel. +44 (0)1865 766604. The questionnaire is available from Miles Litvinoff: 
miles.litvinoff@eccr.org.uk 
 
  
 
The Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility  
PO Box 500, Oxford OX1 1ZL, UK 
www.eccr.org.uk 
e. info@eccr.org.uk 
t. +44 (0)1865 245349 
 
Miles Litvinoff, Co-ordinator 
t. +44 (0)20 8965 9682 
m. +44 (0)7984 720103 
e. miles.litvinoff@eccr.org.uk 
 
 
ECCR’s monthly e-newsletters carry news about ECCR and its members and 
partners, and other occasional news items. If you do not wish to receive future 
ECCR e-newsletters, please reply to this message with Unsubscribe in the 
subject line. You can also subscribe or unsubscribe at 
http://www.eccr.org.uk/index.php?op=modload&name=pnTresMailer&file=index. 
 
 
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
10.10.2007  
0088/2007 
WRITTEN DECLARATION 
 
pursuant to Rule 116 of the Rules of Procedure 
 
by Caroline Lucas, Gyula Hegyi, Janusz Wojciechowski, Harlem Désir, Hélène Flautre 
on investigating and remedying the abuse of power by large supermarkets operating in the European 
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Union 
 
Lapse date: 24.1.2008 
 
0088/2007 
 
Written declaration on investigating and remedying the abuse of power by large supermarkets  
operating in the European Union 
 
The European Parliament, 
 
– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure, 
 
A. whereas, throughout the EU, retailing is increasingly dominated by a small number of 

supermarket chains, 
B. whereas these retailers are fast-becoming ‘gatekeepers’, controlling farmers’ and other suppliers’ 

only real access to EU consumers, 
C. whereas evidence from across the EU suggests big supermarkets are abusing their buying power 

to force down prices paid to suppliers (based both within the EU and overseas) to unsustainable 
levels and impose unfair conditions upon them, 

D. whereas such squeezes on suppliers have negative knock-on effects on both quality of 
employment and environmental protection, 

E. whereas consumers potentially face a loss in diversity of products, the cultural heritage and retail 
outlets, 

F. whereas some EU countries have introduced national legislation attempting to limit such abuse, 
yet large supermarkets increasingly operate across national boundaries, making harmonised EU 
legislation desirable, 

 
1. Calls upon DG Competition to investigate the impacts that concentration of the EU supermarket 

sector is having on small businesses, suppliers, workers and consumers and, in particular, to 
assess any abuses of buying power which may follow from such concentration; 

2. Requests the Commission to propose appropriate measures, including regulation, to protect 
consumers, workers and producers from any abuse of dominant position or negative impacts 
identified in the course of this investigation; 

3. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the signatories, to 
the Commission, the Council and the parliaments of the Member States. 


