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ECCR e-newsletter February 2008 
 
 

 

Dear ECCR members, partners and friends  
 
In this e-newsletter: 
 
·  Launch of ECCR South West Group 
·  Sierra’s Shell shareholder resolution on Arctic operations – deadline close for co-filing  
·  Alberta tar sands – engagement continues  
·  EIRIS: free Ethical Funds Directory and seminar on Responsible Investment for Charities 
·  Awareness raising on supermarket power in the EU  
·  ECCR workshop with Kings Lynn Justice & Peace Group, 12 February 
·  Next London Mining Network meeting, 26 March 
·  ECCR’s March Bulletin available shortly, with new promotional leaflet 
·  New ECCR website visitor numbers on the rise  
·  Evaluation responses – thank you  
·  Share your news  
 
 
Launch of ECCR South West Group 
ECCR members and potential members from South West England met in Bristol on 9 February to 
launch ECCR’s new South West Group. Corporate members represented included the Churches’ 
Council for Industry and Social Responsibility, Ethical Investors UK, Oikocredit UK and Rathbone 
Greenbank. The group will initially focus on encouraging large companies in the region to increase 
their responsible management of supply chains, with particular regard to mainstreaming Fair Trade, 
focusing on supermarket own-brand products and on Cadbury Schweppes, which has a key regional 
presence. People interested in being involved are invited to contact Matt Crossman (chair), 
Matt.Crossman@rathbones.com, or Jonathan Seagrave (secretary), jon_seagrave@yahoo.co.uk. A 
meeting report will available shortly at http://www.eccr.org.uk/News.html. Jonathan Seagrave would 
also welcome contacts with people or organisations in Ghana who can inform the group about how 
Fair Trade is working there and about Cadbury’s work with Ghanaian cocoa farmers. 
 
 
Sierra’s Shell shareholder resolution on Arctic ope rations – deadline close for co-filing  
The Sierra Club (www.sierraclub.org) aims to bring a shareholders’ resolution to Royal Dutch Shell’s 
20 May 2008 AGM, focusing on risks to shareholder value from company operations in Alaska’s 
Beaufort and Chukchi seas. Sierra seek co-filers for the resolution, which must be delivered to Shell 
by 20 February. To request a copy of the resolution wording and supporting statement, and for further 
information, please contact Athan Manuel - athan.manuel@sierraclub.org, tel. +1 202-548-4580 / 202-
716-0006, or Keren O'Brien Murphy - keren.murphy@sierraclub.org, tel. +1 202-675-6690. ECCR’s 
Board has decided, based on its policy regarding co-filing, not to co-file with Sierra on this occasion.  
 
 
Alberta tar sands – engagement continues  
ECCR attended a presentation by Platform (www.platformlondon.org) and WWF-UK on BP’s 
downgrading of its `beyond petroleum’ strategy and its entry into the highly polluting Alberta tar sands 
sector. We then participated in BP’s webcast on 5 February announcing the company’s 2007 full year 
results and asked this question (which received no response):  
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`In recent years BP built a reputation for leading other international oil companies in recognition of, and 
willingness to address, dangerous climate change and other corporate responsibility concerns. BP’s strapline 
“beyond petroleum” promised real commitment to cleaning up its carbon emissions and moving away from 
hydrocarbons and into renewables. BP’s acquisition last December of a half-share in the Sunrise field in Alberta 
operated by Husky Energy has undermined its reputation as a sector leader. Exploitation of tar sands emits 3-5 
times more greenhouse gases than conventional oil, and the Alberta sands are now the single largest contributor 
to CO2 emissions growth in Canada. Other major costs include destruction of the boreal forests, overextraction of 
water from the Athabasca river, severe health impacts on local communities, and huge and dangerously toxic 
tailings. How will BP address the regulatory, financial and reputational risks of investing in tar sands rather than 
building a significant renewables-based business?’ 
 
Faith-based and responsible investors in North America are meeting with BP to discuss this issue, and 
at least one has released a critical public statement (see http://trilliuminvest.com/news-articles-
category/hot-news-articles/press-advisory-on-oil-sands/). Further ECCR work on tar sands will be 
announced.  
 
 
EIRIS: free Ethical Funds Directory and seminar on Responsible Investment for Charities 
ECCR donor-partner EIRIS has launched a new UK Ethical Funds Directory to help consumers and 
financial advisers find a green or ethical fund matching their ethical interests and concerns. This free 
directory offers clear, comparable information on each of the UK ethical and green retail funds 
available and includes information on each fund’s ethical investment strategy, positive and negative 
screening criteria, voting and engagement policy and approach, research resources, and fund 
manager contact details. A free copy of the Director is available at www.eiris.org. 
 
Responsible Investment for Charities: 27 March 2008, 10am to 2pm, Wellcome Collection Conference 
Centre, London, free of charge. A seminar exploring opportunities and challenges of incorporating 
social, environmental and ethical issues into your charity’s investments. The event will cover ethical, 
financial and legal issues and help staff and trustees understand how to implement ethical or socially 
responsible investment. Organised by the EIRIS/UKSIF Charity Project with Charity Trustee Networks. 
Information and bookings: Sam Collin: sam.collin@eiris.org, 020 7840 5738, www.charitysri.org. 
 
 
Awareness raising on supermarket power in the EU  
ECCR corporate member Traidcraft Exchange reports that Written Declaration 88 on investigating and 
remedying the abuse of power by large supermarkets operating in the EU has received more than 438 
MEP signatures, triggering discussion between the European Parliament and the European 
Commission’s DG Competition. Traidcraft Exchange and others continue to explore what the EU can 
do to investigate and remedy buyer power and would welcome suggestions about raising awareness, 
especially with regard to explaining the issue more clearly to MEPs, which MEPs are supportive, and 
examples of good or bad supermarket practices to include in future awareness raising activities. Fiona 
Gooch: fionag@traidcraft.org, 020 7242 3955.    
 
 
ECCR workshop with Kings Lynn Justice & Peace Group , 12 February 
ECCR will lead a workshop on Faith-Based Corporate and Shareholder Responsibility for members of 
the Kings Lynn Justice & Peace Group, at the Holy Family Church, Field Lane, Gaywood, Kings Lynn, 
Norfolk, on Tuesday 12 February from  7.30 to 9pm. Details from Peter Coates: 
peter@stanhoe.plus.com. 
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Next London Mining Network meeting, 26 March 
ECCR has observer status with the London Mining Network, whose next meeting takes place on 26 
March at War on Want with a speaker from ECCR corporate member FairPensions. More information 
from Richard Solly: richardsolly@gn.apc.org. 
 
 
ECCR’s March Bulletin  available shortly, with new promotional leaflet 
The March issue of ECCR’s Bulletin will feature articles on tackling climate change by Andrew 
Pendleton of Christian Aid, Steve Hucklesby of the Methodist Church and James Leaton of WWF-UK. 
Neville White of CCLA writes on the Church of England Ethical Investment Advisory Group’s research 
into UK supermarkets’ food supply chain practices. Members and partners receive copies of the 
Bulletin free of charge. Others are invited to request a copy from Binia Scherrer: info@eccr.org.uk. 
The March issue mailing will also include one of ECCR’s new high-quality promotional leaflets; people 
who would like to use the leaflet to recruit new members are welcome to request additional copies 
from Helen Boothroyd: helen.boothroyd@eccr.org.uk, tel. 016977 46567.  
 
 
New ECCR website visitor numbers on the rise  
ECCR’s new website at www.eccr.org.uk received 3,428 visits in January 2008, up from an average of 
250 to 300 monthly visits to our old site last year. 
 
 
Evaluation responses – thank you  
ECCR would like to thank members and partners who took the time to respond to our recent 
evaluation consultation. Evaluation of our 2007-8 programme and planning for 2008-9 are under way. 
Comments and suggestions about our work are always welcome.  
 
 
Share your news  
ECCR would welcome more news about its corporate and individual members’ corporate- and 
investor-responsibility-related work to share with e-newsletter readers. Please contact Miles Litvinoff: 
miles.litvinoff@eccr.org.uk, 020 8965 9682. 
 
 
With all good wishes 

 
The Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility  
PO Box 500, Oxford OX1 1ZL, UK 
www.eccr.org.uk 
e. info@eccr.org.uk 
t. +44 (0)1865 245349 
 
Miles Litvinoff, Co-ordinator 
t. +44 (0)20 8965 9682 
m. +44 (0)7984 720103 
e. miles.litvinoff@eccr.org.uk 
 
ECCR’s monthly e-newsletters carry news about ECCR and its members and 
partners, and other occasional items. If you do not wish to receive future ECCR 
e-newsletters, please reply to this message with Unsubscribe in the subject line. 
You can also subscribe or unsubscribe at 
http://www.eccr.org.uk/index.php?op=modload&name=pnTresMailer&file=index. 
 


