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ECCR e-newsletter April 2008 
 
 

 
Dear ECCR members, partners and friends  
 
In this e-newsletter: 
 
·  Oil (tar) sands: engaging with BP and Shell; BP AGM statement for sign-on (deadline 16 April) 
·  Visitors from mining-affected communities; public meeting, London, 17 April  
·  Oikocredit/Conference of European Churches SRI conference, Brussels, 6-7 May  
·  National Ethical Investment Week, 18-24 May  
·  US researcher seeking interviews on faith-based shareholder engagement  
·  New ECCR report: Water Sustainability: Meeting the Challenge  
·  Christian Aid campaign success on company reporting of carbon emissions 
·  Charity Commission launches consultation on religious charities 
·  ECCR Engagement Guide draft available for reading and comment 

 
 
Oil (tar) sands: engaging with BP and Shell; BP AGM  statement for sign-on (deadline 16 April) 
ECCR thanks members who have so far written to BP and/or Shell to express concern about the 
Alberta oil (tar) sands sector in Canada. There is still time to write. Background information and a 
model letter can be found on ECCR’s website at http://www.eccr.org.uk/module-htmlpages-display-
pid-33.html.  
 
ECCR and corporate member Rathbone Greenbank are working with members of ICCR (ECCR’s US 
sister organisation) and other North American investors to prepare a statement and questions to 
address to BP’s directors at the company’s AGM on 17 April. ECCR corporate members and other 
institutional investors interested in seeing the statement/questions with a view to adding their names 
are invited to contact Matt Crossman, matt.crossman@rathbones.com, tel. 0117 9221249, or Miles 
Litvinoff (contact details below). 
 
 
Visitors from mining-affected communities; public m eeting, London, 17 April  
London is the centre of world mining finance, with four of the world's five largest mining companies 
listed on the London Stock Exchange and many UK pension funds investing in them. The London 
Mining Network is hosting representatives of mining-affected communities from around the world who 
will attend the Anglo American and Rio Tinto AGMs this week in London and meet with UK 
Government officials. The visitors to the Rio Tinto AGM are available to meet with institutional 
investors on Wednesday 16 April or Friday 18 April pm. LMN will also hold a public meeting where the 
visitors will speak about the social and environmental impacts on their communities of the mining 
multinationals’ activities. Venue: Amnesty International UK Human Rights Action Centre, New Inn 
Yard, central London; Thursday 17 April, 7–9 pm. All are welcome. Further details from Richard Solly, 
richardsolly@gn.apc.org, tel. 07929 023214. 
 
 
Oikocredit/Conference of European Churches SRI conf erence, Brussels, 6-7 May 2008  
Places are still available at the forthcoming Oikocredit/CEC European conference `Investing in your 
Mission: Churches and Socially Responsible Investment’, Brussels, 6-7 May 2008. Conference aims 
are to link faith with the churches’ concept of investing money, identify needs of church financial 
leadership on implementing SRI, facilitate exchange between churches’ financial and spiritual 
leadership and share SRI initiatives within church circles. ECCR will chair a workshop on churches 
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and corporate engagement. Details from Birgit Weinbrenner, bweinbrenner@oikocredit.org, tel. +31 
33 4224062 (Oikocredit International Share Foundation, www.oikocredit.org). 
 
Meanwhile, Oikocredit UK, an ECCR corporate member, along with Oikocredit globally, is promoting 
the link between fair trade and responsible investment during 2008 with the `Fair Finance, Fair Trade’ 
campaign. Details available at http://www.oikocredit.org/site/en/doc.phtml?p=SRI or from Patrick 
Hynes, phynes@oikocredit.org, 01995 602806. 
 
 
National Ethical Investment Week, 18-24 May  
Organised by the UK Social Investment Forum (UKSIF – www.uksif.org), the first ever National Ethical 
Investment Week (NEIW) aims to highlight the benefits of green and ethical investment. It will be held 
throughout the UK, running 18-24 May 2008. With involvement from the financial services industry, 
non-governmental organisations, community and faith-based organisations, NEIW will encourage 
consumers to reflect on the social and environmental impact of their financial choices and consider a 
green and ethical investment option. More information available at www.neiw.org or contact Julia Blair: 
julia.blair@uksif.org, tel. 020 7749 9956. 
 
 
US researcher seeking interviews with institutional  investors on faith-based shareholder 
engagement 
Dr Harry Van Buren of Anderson Schools of Management, University of New Mexico, who is the US 
Episcopal Church's staff consultant for social responsibility in investments and a former staffer with 
ICCR, would like to conduct semi-structured interviews with faith-based institutional investors on the 
subject of corporate engagement in the UK. He plans to be in the UK in early June 2008. His letter to 
ECCR corporate members is attached. Those interested in participating in the study are invited to 
contact Harry Van Buren directly: VanBuren@mgt.unm.edu, tel. +1 505 277 3909. 
 
 
New ECCR report: Water Sustainability: Meeting the Challenge  
Finished copies of ECCR’s new report on water consumption in the food and beverage industries are 
expected towards the end of April and will be mailed to corporate members and donor-partners. 
Individual members will receive the executive summary. Suggestions for engagement on the issues 
will be provided, and a pdf version will be available on request, along with additional copies at a 
reduced price for members and partners. Information on ordering or requesting copies of ECCR’s 
reports can be found at http://www.eccr.org.uk/module-htmlpages-display-pid-19.html. 
  
 
Christian Aid campaign success on company reporting  of carbon emissions 
All UK-listed companies will have to make annual reports on their carbon emissions now that the UK 
Government has accepted an amendment  to the Climate Change Bill proposed by ECCR donor-
partner Christian Aid. According to Christian Aid: 'UK businesses fund up to 15 per cent of carbon 
emissions around the world. With greater transparency we’ll have much greater clarity on where the 
corporate responsibility lies to cut those carbon emissions.’ See 
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/stoppoverty/climatechange/stories/UK_companies_face_mandatory_rep
report.aspx.  
 
 
Charity Commission launches consultation on religio us charities 
The Charity Commission for England & Wales has launched a public consultation on draft 
supplementary guidance on `Public Benefit and the Advancement of Religion’ at http://www.charity-
commission.gov.uk/publicbenefit/default.asp. The consultation is open to interested parties until 30 
June 2008. 
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ECCR Engagement Guide draft available for reading a nd comment 
The draft text of ECCR’s forthcoming guide to engaging with companies and fund managers on 
corporate responsibility issues is available to members and partners for reading and comment, on a 
confidential basis, from Miles Litvinoff (contact details below). 
 
 
With all good wishes 
 
The Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility  
PO Box 500, Oxford OX1 1ZL, UK 
www.eccr.org.uk 
e. info@eccr.org.uk 
t. +44 (0)1865 245349 
 
Miles Litvinoff, Co-ordinator 
t. +44 (0)20 8965 9682 
m. +44 (0)7984 720103 
e. miles.litvinoff@eccr.org.uk 
 
ECCR’s monthly e-newsletters carry news about ECCR and its members and 
partners, and other occasional items. If you do not wish to receive future ECCR 
e-newsletters, please reply to this message with Unsubscribe in the subject line. 
You can also subscribe or unsubscribe at 
http://www.eccr.org.uk/index.php?op=modload&name=pnTresMailer&file=index. 
 
 


